Permanent Painting

CHAPTER XVI
PIGMENTS DANGEROUS TO HEALTH
NEARLY all of the pigments are poisonous, and
as some artistic painters from time immemorial
have been accustomed to use the fingers in
shading and in grading tints, particularly in portrait
work, it is essential to know which of the colors are
poisonous and which are not, as pigments may easily
be absorbed through the skin as well as by taking them
internally. In medical practice, for instance, a solu-
tion of iodine is painted on the skin and is ab-
sorbed in that way into the system. So likewise it
is possible to absorb colors through the skin, particu-
larly under the finger nails. The unbroken skin is
supposed to be impervious, yet lead poisoning may
result through the actual manipulation of lead pig-
ments, and it behooves the painter to be very careful
in the use of his or her fingers in the manipulation of
certain pigments.
The worst results are produced by the use of lead
pigments, for it appears that the arsenic and copper
pigments which are more poisonous if taken inter-
nally are not so easily absorbed through the skin.
First in the list of dangerous pigments is flake white,
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